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Uterine Fibroids: Understanding a Common Women's Health Issue
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DESCRIPTION

Uterine fibroids are a common health problem for women, af-
fecting a significant number of women worldwide. These benign
tumours can develop in the uterus, can vary in size, and cause a
variety of symptoms and potential complications. Understanding
uterine fibroids is necessary to women'’s health as it allows for
early detection, appropriate treatment and improved quality of
life.

Uterine fibroids, also called leiomyomas, are benign tumours
that grow in the muscle tissue of the uterus. Its size varies from
small seedlings to large clumps that distort the shape of the uter-
us. Fibroids are usually classified based on their location in the
uterus.

Subserosal fibroids grow on the outer surface, intramural fi-
broids arise within the uterine wall, and submucosal fibroids are
located just below the endometrium.

Symptoms and effects on women’s health

Although many women with uterine fibroids experience no
noticeable symptoms, others face many physical and mental
problems. The severity of symptoms depends on the size, num-
ber, and location of fibroids. The most common symptoms asso-
ciated with fibroids are

Heavy or long cycles: Fibroids can cause excessive bleeding,
making the cycle longer and more painful.

Pain and pressure in the pelvis: Huge fibroids may put strain
on the pelvic organs, causing pain or discomfort.

Bloating in the belly: Fibroids may induce swelling and bloat-
ing in the lower abdomen, giving a sensation of being heavy.

Bowel and urinary problems: Fibroids can obstruct the blad-
der or rectum, resulting in frequent urination, constipation, or
trouble emptying the bladder.

Complications during pregnancy or infertility: Depending on
their size and location, fibroids may affect a woman’s ability to
conceive or may cause pregnancy-related issues like miscarriage,
premature labour, or breech presentation.

Risk factors

Although the precise etiology of uterine fibroids is still un-

Corresponding Author:

Nieboer Aarts, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, United States of America; E-mail: aartsnie
00032@ts.edu

DOI:
10.36648/2278-960X.12.3.043

known, many things can make a woman more probable to get
them.

Hormonal influence: The female reproductive hormones es-
trogen and progesterone are involved in the development of
fibroids. During a woman’s reproductive years, when hormone
levels are at their peak, they often develop and increase.

Family history: A woman is more prone to acquire fibroids if
there is a history of them in that family.

Age and race: African-American women are at increased risk
of developing fibroids and developing more serious symptoms.
Also, fibroids tend to develop early in this population.

Obesity: Overweight and obesity are associated with increased
risk of uterine fibroids

Options for treatment

The management of uterine fibroids depends on a number of
variables, such as the degree of symptoms, the woman'’s overall
health, and desire to become conceived in the future. The follow-
ing are some uterine fibroids treatments

Watchful waiting: When fibroids are small, asymptomatic, and
not posing any risks, a “watch and wait” strategy may be used.
For the purpose of ensuring that any alterations are found, rou-
tine monitoring and follow-up check-ups are essential.

Drugs: A number of drugs, including hormonal birth control
and agonists of the gonadotropin-releasing hormone, can help
treat symptoms including severe bleeding and pelvic pain. They
could have negative effects and do not remove the fibroids.

Less invasive techniques: Techniques like Magnetic Reso-
nance-Guided Focused Ultrasound Surgery (MRgFUS), Uterine Ar-
tery Embolization (UAE), and myomectomy offer less invasive al-
ternatives to surgery while protecting the uterus. These options
are advisable for women who want to maintain their fertility.

Hysterectomy: The surgical removal of the uterus may be
advised in severe situations or when fertility is unaffected. The
chance of a fibroid recurrence is completely eliminated by this
surgery.

Empowering women with knowledge and support

Education are paramount to empowering a woman to make
informed decisions about the health. If one suspect to have uter-
ine fibroids or notice any worrying symptoms, it's important to
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consult the doctor. A thorough evaluation, including physical
check-up and imaging studies, can help confirm the analysis and
mentor appropriate treatment.

In addition, self-help groups, online forums, and patient
groups can provide valuable emotional support and platforms for
sharing experiences and knowledge. Seeking advice from peers
who have faced identical challenges can help reduce anxiety and
create a sense of community.
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CONCLUSION

Uterine fibroids are a prevalent problem for women’s health
that can have a serious effect on quality of life. It is essential for
early detection and efficient care to be aware of the symptoms,
risk factors, and available treatments. One can empower women
to take charge of their health and wellbeing by raising awareness
and offering support, guaranteeing a better future for everybody.

May-June 2023 - Vol 12 - Issue 3



